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DETAILED ACTION 

Specification 

1 . The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: 
Reference character "12" has been used to designate both rails and second 

supporting device (page 17 of the specification). 

Additionally, "sheet24" in the second paragraph of page 19 is considered to be a 
typographical error. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claims 1 -40 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 1 2, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

4. Claims 1 -40 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 1 2, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Claim 1, step (b) recites "stands on the horizontal conveyor in upright position, 
leaning against the second supporting device." It is unclear how the glass sheet can be 
both upright and leaning. 
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Claim 2 recites the limitation "...which latter is are provided with conveyor 
elements" it is unclear what the word latter is referring to. 

Claim 4, recites "wherein at least the conveyor elements of the third track of the 
horizontal conveyor are belts, especially toothed belts." It is unclear what is meant by 
this. 

Claim 5 recites "wherein the second position is selected in such a way that the 
rear edge of the respective first and second glass sheets comes to lie in that position 
adjacent the forward end of the first track of the horizontal conveyor." It is unclear what 
the term "that position" is referring to. 

Claims 8 and 32 contain a series of functional limitations regarding the intended 
use of the device, making it difficult to differentiate the structural elements which 
actually define the apparatus. 

Claim 8 recites the limitation, "in which a first glass sheet and a second glass 
sheet carrying a spacer, intended for an insulating glass pane, are fed into the assembly 
and pressing device in upright position, standing on a horizontal conveyor, which is 
subdivided into several tracks, and leaning against a first supporting device, in which a 
third track of the horizontal conveyor is provided" It is unclear if assembly, pressing 
device, or glass sheets are in an upright position. It is unclear how any item could be 
both in an upright position and leaning. Furthermore, it is unclear in what the third track 
of the horizontal conveyor is provided. 

Claim 8 recites "the latter" numerous times. It is unclear what this limitation is 
referring to. 
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Regarding claim 15, it is unclear in what way the horizontal conveyor is shorter 
than the pressure plates (i.e. it is unclear if the length, the width etc. is being referred 
to). 

Regarding claims, 14-17, 19, 21-22, 25-27, 33, 34; 

claims 14-16, 22 and 33 refer to "the pressure plates", 

claims 17, 19, 21 refer to "the plate", 

claim 27 refers to "the movable plate", 

claim 24 refers to "the second plate", 

claim 26 refers to "the second pressure plate", 

claim 34 refers to "the first and second pressure plates". 

The terms are inconsistent and it is unclear what plate, if even the same plate, is 
being referred to. Additionally because of the discrepancies many of these limitations 
lack antecedent basis. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

5. Claims 1-40 are objected to as being rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second 
paragraph, but would be allowable if rewritten to overcome these rejections and further 
including all of the current limitations. 

Currently, the closest prior art includes Rueckenheim (US 5,573,618), Lendhart 
(US 4,708,762), Lendhart (US 4,91 1 ,779), and Lendhart (US 5,051 ,145) which all teach 
apparatuses for joining two panes of glass, wherein the glass panes are conveyed 
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along three separate conveying means individually or in unison against a single 
supporting device; oriented parallel to one another. 

Lendhart (US 5762739) which teaches an apparatus for assembling the glass 
sheets wherein the glass sheets are positioned so that they are inclined away from one 
another to create a V shape (Fig 23); however does not teach conveying the glass 
sheets in this position, or at all. 

6. The primary reasons for allowance of claim 1 are: 

Currently none of the prior art discussed above is considered to teach or make 
obvious a method that includes the limitations of claim 1 including feeding a first glass 
sheet and second glass sheet carrying a spacer into an assembly in an upright position, 
and further conveying a first glass sheet along a first supporting device and transferring 
to a second supporting device and conveying a second glass sheet on the first 
supporting device as well as conveying the glass sheet in unison against their 
respective supports. 

7. The primary reasons for allowance of claim 8 are: 

Currently none of the prior art discussed above is considered to teach or make 
obvious a method that includes the limitations of claim 8 including a three conveyors, 
each in combination with two supporting devices capable of being inclined away from 
one another and brought parallel to one another in addition to means for transferring a 
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glass sheet from a first supporting device to a second supporting device in the are of the 
horizontal conveyor. 

Additionally, none of the prior art cited above teaches pressure plates on each 
supporting device, nor discusses conveyors that are operated independently from one 
another. These limitations in combination with those above overcome the closest prior 
art currently of record. 

Conclusion 

8. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure Include: 

Lendhart (US 4,708,762), Lendhart (US 4,91 1 ,779), Lendhart (US 5,051 ,145), 
Lendhart (US 5762739), Rueckenheim (US 5,573,618), Lengen (EP 0615044), and 
Lisec (EP 0376926) 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jodi Cohen whose telephone number is 571-270-3966. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 7:00am-5:00pm Eastern. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Steven Griffin can be reached on 571-272-1 189. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Jason L Lazorcik/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 1791 

/Jodi F. Cohen/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 1791 



